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Officers 

• President: Jane Estabrook                  jestabrook@hughes.net 

• Vice President: Eileen Starks     trustarcavaliers@yahoo.com  

• Secretary: Shelly Fields                     shellyraefields@cox.net 

• Treasurer: Kelly Collins                             kacdvm@msn.com 
Contacts 

• Membership: Nikki Postero                  nikkipostero@cox.net 

• Rescue: Denni Metzger                        arizona918@qwest.net 

• Webmaster: Laurel Hallsted    laurelhallsted@ablazin.com 

• Newspaper editor: Shelly Fields          shellyraefields@cox.net 
Directors 
Gary Brandon, Nikki Postero, & Ken Smith 
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www.cavalierclubofarizona.com 

January 2008 

Letter from the President 

It is hard to believe that 2007 is over!  Our club has grown and thrived 
this last year by leaps and bounds, and it’s due solely to the hard work of 
its members.  I thank you one and all for 
all the time and effort you have donated 
to make the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club of Central Arizona a success.  We 
are truly blessed, one and all, to have the 
one thing in common that brings us all 
together, our love for Cavaliers.  It’s 
amazing to me how the stress and con-
cerns of the day seem to melt away with 
one snuggle on the couch.  I wish you all 
a joyful New Year!   

 

Jane Estabrook 
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On November 3rd, Our own club member, Dr. Kelly Collins presented on a   
variety of veterinary medicine topics. The meeting took place at Rotary Park  in Scottsdale.  
A general meeting and club elections followed the presentation with a board meeting immedi-
ately following the general meeting.  

Holiday party December 8th at Marie Calendars on cactus rd. in Phoenix  

OOPS! The club photographer forgot to bring her camera to the party!  

Approximately 40 club members attended the clubs 4th annual holiday party. The 
food was amazing and the gift exchange was loads of fun. Okay, so there are no 
photos of the party, but let me tell you it was a blast, and if you didn’t show up, 
you really missed out! 

Veterinarian Presentation on November 3rd in Scottsdale 
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The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of Central Arizona is pleased to an-
nounce that its second AKC "A" Match has been approved by the American Kennel 

Club and will take place on February 9, 2008!   
  

An official premium can be obtained by emailing Dick Preston at 
richardcpreston@earthlink.net 

.  Entries must be received no later than  
February 6, 2008 at 5pm   
Date:  February 9, 2008  

Time: 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Place:  Cactus Park 

                  7202 E. Cactus Road (N.E. corner of Cactus & Scottsdale Roads) 
                  Scottsdale, Arizona 

Judge:     AKC Judge Jackie Dew 
  

This match will be a special event -- with plenty of food, fun and prizes!!  We invite 
you to attend even if you do not have a dog eligible to be entered in the event.  A 

BBQ lunch will be provided. 
  

All entries must be received by Dick Preston no later than February 6, 2008 at 5:00pm, -- 
so please don't delay!  (All entry forms must be mailed or delivered, we are not allowed to 
accept online entries at this time.)  Please e-mail us if you  have any questions or problem 

with registration so that we can try to address any problems. 
 

Some important points to remember regarding our match: 
• The match will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, February 9th at Cactus Park in Scottsdale 

• Entries must be received on the official form by our match secretary (Dick Preston) no 
later than 5pm on February 6th.. 
• The Club is providing lunch free of charge to all members, entrants and guests (you are 
welcome to bring guests). 
Our match committee has worked very hard to make this a memorable event.  Lovely prizes 
will be awarded for the winners; and some great raffle prizes and even a few nice door prizes 
will be available. 

Don’t miss our second A Match on February 9th! 
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Thank you to our members for sharing these photos!!! 

Cavaliers are not just lap 
dogs! Tiffany Laitner and 
her “agility Cavalier, Comet”. 

Laurie Black submitted the above 
2 photos. The one above is titled 
“Rock Star  Puppy” and the one to 
the left  is titled “I would rather 
chew my leash than a nylabone 
anyday!” 

Henry is a tri color cavalier approximately 2 years old. I found him at the Mari-
copa Animal Control Center last summer, while I was waiting for my jeep to have 
some repairs done. I was in shock to find a cavalier at the pound and to make a 
long story short, I did get him (small lottery when he was ready to adopt). He 
was skinny, dull short coat, terrible ear drainage and horrible teeth tartar and 
gums.   

Well, he came home with me and with the help of Dr. Dan Burke at Cornerstone 
he made fast progress. His ears quickly became well, his teeth are shiny white 
and he is a plump  #15, as I type. His coat is silky black & white and growing 

long and feathery. The best part.....he is Mr. Personality. Everyone who meets Henry, falls in love.  

 He is currently enrolled at Kokopelli, with Shannon Holstein, in his intermediate class. He is progressing toward his 
Canine Good Citizen test, very quickly. He will then be able to be a PetPartner with his mom, Donna, and make visits 
in the Banner Hospital System. Henry's goal in life is to make everyone feel better, especially little children. So, 
when he finishes his CGC he will go for his Delta certification and join Gabriel's Angels. They minister to abused and 
neglected children. He is a calm, sweet boy who loves everyone's lap. He will sit there until you need to get up.  

 When those big Cavalier eyes look at you and that warm body lays on you, then you know you have succumbed to 
the Cavalier charm in a big way. There is that special quality about Henry, that is hard to define. He and his mom 
intend to share that quality with those who are ill in body or spirit. 

 Donna Vukovich 

“Donna Vukovich submitted the photo 
to the left. Looks like they are telling 
secrets! Donna says she knows what 
they are saying…”Hey, new boy. Let me 
tell you how we, the Cavalier Pack, 
train our mom and dad!” 
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Continuing Education… 
Grapes...good for people BAD for dogs! 

The Wrath of Grapes 
by Charlotte Means, D.V.M.  

 
Through the Grapevine Enter the APCC AnToxTM database, a computerized system 
that contains nearly 500,000 animal-related medical conditions and that enables vet-
erinarians to quickly identify toxic-substance exposures, recognize clinical signs and 
administer proper treatment. By tracking cases in this registry, similarities in animal 
medical conditions nationwide can be logged and syndromes can be identified. 
Around 1989, the APCC began noticing a trend in dogs who had eaten grapes or rai-
sins: Nearly all developed acute renal (kidney) failure. As more cases were reported, 
enough data was generated in the database to help veterinarians identify and treat 
dogs at risk. In all of the cases, the ingredients for potential acute renal failure were 
the same. Whether the ingested grapes were purchased fresh from grocery stores or 
grown in private yards didn't seem to matter, nor did the brand eaten. And the in-
gested amounts varied considerably, from over a pound of grapes to as little as a sin-
gle serving of raisins. The cases weren't from any specific region, but instead came 
from across the United States. 
The database showed that dogs who ate the grapes and raisins typically vomited 
within a few hours of ingestion. Most of the time, partially digested grapes and raisins 
could be seen in the vomit, fecal material, or both. At this point, some dogs would stop 
eating (anorexia), and develop diarrhea. The dogs often became quiet and lethargic, 
and showed signs of abdominal pain. These clinical signs lasted for several days -- 
sometimes even weeks. When medical care was sought, blood chemistry panels 
showed consistent patterns. Hypercalcemia (elevated blood calcium levels) was fre-
quently present, as well as elevated levels of blood urea nitrogen, creatinine and 
phosphorous (substances that reflect kidney function). These chemistries began to in-
crease anywhere from 24 hours to several days after the dogs ate the fruit. As the kid-
ney damage developed, the dogs would produce little urine. When they could no 
longer produce urine, death occurred. In some cases, dogs who received timely vet-
erinary care still had to be euthanized.  
 

Continued on next page... 
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Why did the fruit cause the dogs to become ill? No one knows. Suspect grapes and 
raisins have been screened for various pesticides, heavy metals (such as zinc or 
lead), and mycotoxins (fungal contaminants) and so far, all results have come back 
negative. In the cases where the grapes were grown in private yards, owners con-
firmed that no insecticides, fertilizers or antifungals had been used on the fruit. 
"Raisin" the Success Rate Even though the exact cause of the renal failure is un-
known, dogs who ingest grapes and raisins can be treated successfully to prevent its 
development. The first line of defense is decontamination. Inducing vomiting in recent 
ingestions and administering activated charcoal helps prevent absorption of potential 
toxins. Dogs should be hospitalized and placed on intravenous fluids for a minimum of 
48 hours. A veterinarian should monitor blood chemistry daily for at least three days 
following the ingestion. If all blood work is normal after three days, it's unlikely that kid-
ney failure will occur. If a dog shows evidence of renal failure, fluids must be contin-
ued, and other medications should be used to stimulate urine production. Some dogs 
may need peritoneal dialysis, a process where the peritoneum (the membranes sur-
rounding the abdominal organs) is used to filter waste products that are normally fil-
tered by the kidney. 
Thanks in part to the AnTox database, grape or raisin ingestion can be easily identified 
and treated. Today, a dog can make a complete recovery from this potentially fatal 
condition.  
Dr. Means is a veterinary toxicologist at the ASPCA's Animal Poison Control Center in 
Urbana, Illinois. 
Reprinted from ASPCA Animal Watch, Summer 2002, Volume 22, Number 2, with per-
mission from The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 424 East 
92nd Street, New York, NY 10128-6804.  
The ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center is the only animal poison control center 
in North America. Established in 1978, at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine. The Center is the only facility of its kind. Located in Urbana, Illinois, the spe-
cially trained staff provides assistance to pet owners and specific diagnostic and treat-
ment recommendations to veterinarians. In 2001, the Center handled over 65,000 
cases. 

Wrath of grapes, continued... 
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Our club is fortunate to have Denni Metzger as a new member, and she is now the State of 
Arizona Rescue Coordinator for the Parent Club. When asked about how she got into rescue… 
this is what she said!  

“I walked into the pound in 2001 with my friend who was looking for a cat.  She didn’t find a 
cat, but I came home with 2 beautiful Cavaliers.  We guessed that these beautiful 8 to 10 yr 
old Cavaliers, Katie and Winston, were a breeder pair that had been dumped due to bad 
hearts.   After they passed on, I started looking for another Cavalier and ended up with 2 
beautiful girls. Keara was a puppy mill reject in MO; and Sparkle was saved from a puppy mill in 
MO and sent to MI to give birth to her last litter of puppies. Through all of these amazing 
people I've met in the Cavalier rescue community, I've gained a lot of inspiration to try to help 
these precious little babies that wind-up in unfortunate and terrible circumstances.   

Rescue is such a rewarding experience.  There is nothing more wonderful then watching a terri-
fied Cavalier blossom into a loving pet.  I recently helped a beautiful boy whose owner just did-
n’t want him anymore, find a family that just loves him and will cherish him till he's gone.  I 
pulled a Cavalier out of the pound this past week that was on the Euthanasia List.  (Thank 
Heavens for Springer Rescue who recognized this "cocker mix" was a Cavalier and called me!) 
She has some medical issues, but nothing that hopefully can't be taken care of”. 

 

   If you are interested in becoming a foster home or have someone who is interested in adopt-
ing, please email Denni at  AZCavalierRescue@qwest.net  

Denni Metzger...Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel Arizona Rescue Coordinator 

 

Starting this year, the “President’s Award” is presented to a deserving club mem-
ber for outstanding dedication to our club and our breed!  I was so pleased this 
year to award this recognition to Eileen Starks.  Eileen has held the club posi-
tions of Secretary and Vice President.  She is always quick to volunteer for other 
duties, if needed.  Many of you have called on Eileen for advice regarding your 
Cavaliers, and she is always there to lend a helping hand.   I am so proud to 
have her as a club member and friend.   

Jane Estabrook, President 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD 2007 
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Don’t forget to enter the futurity stakes! The general information about  
Futurity  is included in the next two pages. If you have more questions 
about futurity please email Jane Estabrook at jestabrook@hughes.net. 

Continued on next page... 
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Futurity continued... 
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February 3rd Cavalier Club OFA health clinic 

February 9th Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of Central Arizona 2nd A Match 

February 29th next BOD meeting  

March 15th general meeting; play date; and BOD meeting  

April 19th Breeding and puppy intensive care seminar by Myra Savant 

ay 24th club event and general meeting. Event and time to be announced 

June 21st club event and general meeting. Event to be announced 

July 12th BOD meeting 

August 2nd BOD meeting  

October 4th club meeting and nominations from the floor 

Nov 1st club play date; club meeting general elections  

December 6th:  holiday party and general meeting  

For detailed information on these and all other club events please visit the club website at: www.cavalierclubofarizona.com 

The CKCSC of Central Arizona is an AKC sanctioned, Cavalier Breed Specialty 
Club, founded in September of 2004. The club is composed of members devoted to 
the continued betterment of the breed. The focus of our club is public education, 
breeder education, providing cavalier rescue, sponsoring health clinics, putting on 
dog shows (one of the main purposes of AKC) and promoting responsible dog own-
ership. The club holds social and educational events on a frequent basis. Come visit 
us and join the fun! 

What is the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of Central Arizona? 

Upcoming club events 

 

 

Our Club is sailing forward!! And we are very pleased to announce that  AKC has ap-
proved our club to hold a Puppy Sweepstakes and Club Futurity Stakes on Satur-
day, March 1, 2008 in conjunction with the Fiesta Cluster of shows in Scottsdale!! 
FYI, to register for the sweepstakes through Jack Bradshaw online, there is not a 
"box" to check for the futurity/sweepstakes.  You actually have to hand-enter it into 
the form on the website in the "other classes" box.  And in order to enter the futurity 
or the sweepstakes, you also have to enter the dog in the show for Saturday. 
 The Puppy Sweepstakes will be judged by Janice Gallagher of Storeyland Cava-
liers.  Any Cavalier Puppy aged 6-18 months who is entered to show at the Fiesta 
Cluster on March 1, 2008 may also enter the puppy sweepstakes.  Winners will share 
in the sweepstakes "pot." For more information on Puppy Sweepstakes please email 
Eileen Starks at trustarcavaliers@yahoo.com. 

Club holds 1st puppy sweeps at Fiesta Cluster... 


